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DIRECTORS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVE DESCRIPTIVE LABELING 


Unanimous approval of the report of the industry’s Com- 
mittee on Standards and Labels submitted to the National Re- 
covery Administration on September 26 was voted by the 
Board of Directors of the National Canners Association at its 
meeting in Chicago on November 9. The resolution adopted 
by the Board also commended the committee for its compre- 
hensive and constructive work in preparing the plan for descrip- 
tive labeling. 

In addition to the members of the Board there were present 
at the meeting, on invitation of President Thorne, members of 
the Administrative Council and Section Chairmen of the Asso- 
ciation, and representatives of state canners’ associations and 
distributors’ organizations. Representatives of 20 state canners’ 
associations, with the exception of two who explained their in- 
ability to voice the sentiment of their organizations, also voiced 
ae of the report of the Committee on Standards and 

bels. 

Representatives of the National-American Wholesale Gro- 

cers Association and the National Association of Retail Grocers 
made statements to the meeting expressing their approval of 
the descriptive labeling plan and their opposition to the A B C 
and similar grade-labeling systems. There was also communi- 
cated to the meeting a statement from the Associated Grocery 
Manufacturers of America expressing their approval of de- 
scriptive labeling as proposed by the Committee on Standards 
and Labels. 
__ In view of the announced purpose of the Agricultural Ad- 
justment Administration to propose amendments of the Agri- 
cultural Adjustment Act, and the plan of Administrator Chester 
C. Davis to confer with various industries respecting these pro- 
posed amendments, the Board of Directors authorized the Presi- 
dent of the Association to appoint a committee to confer with 
Administrator Davis on his invitation on such amendments as 
may be proposed. 

Likewise, in view of the anticipated revision of the Food 
and Drugs Act and other legislative proposals that may be made 
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at the next session of Congress, the Board by resolution dele- 
gated to the Association’s standing Committee on Legislation 
authority to represent and act for the Association in connection 
with any legislative proposals, with instructions to keep the 
Association’s membership informed of the committee’s activities, 

Steps were taken by which canners will be enabled to keep 
their representatives in Congress informed as to the views and 
wishes of the industry with respect to legislation that would 
affect the industry. 


BUSINESS EDITORS HEAR DISCUSSION OF GRADE LABELING 


Editors of business papers were guests of Chairman Frank 
Gerber, of the Association’s Labeling Committee, at a luncheon 
in New York on November 13 at which there were laid before 
the editors the industry’s work on standards and labeling, and 
the efforts of proponents of grade labeling to impose this sys- 
tem upon the canning industry and trade. Addresses were made 
by Chairman Gerber and Mr. E. B. Cosgrove of the Labeling 
Committee, Mr. Lee Maxwell of the Crowell Publishing Com- 
pany, and President H. W. Phelps of the American Can Co. 

Much interest was shown in the subject of consumer grades 
as proposed for canned foods, and the probability of the exten- 
sion of consumer grade systems to the products of other indus- 


tries should the proponents of grade-labeling be successful in 
their efforts to impose the A B C system on the canning indus- 
try and trade. 


NOMINATIONS FOR CANNING CODE AUTHORITY SOUGHT 


The plan of election for the Code Authority for the Canning 
Industry has been approved by the National Recovery Adminis- 
tration and the office of the Code Authority has sent out an out- 
line of the plan of election and nomination ballots for use in sug- 
gesting nominations. Nominations are in two groups, those of 
canners who pack less than 100,000 cases, and those who pack 
more than 100,000 cases. . 


The plan of election as outlined in the letter to the indus- 
try is as follows: 


Fifteen Code Authority members are to be elected by mail ballot on 
or about December 15. The country is to be divided into three election 
districts, each district having about one-third of the total pack. 

Thirty men are to be nominated. Six of these must be men connected 
with companies packing less than 100,000 cases. Two of these in each dis- 
trict are to be nominated by such canners in each district, and the nomina- 
tions must be approved by the National Recovery Administration. 

Twenty-four nominees from the industry at large are to be selected by 
the Code Authority on the basis of suggestions made by canners packing 
more than 100,000 cases. Any canner, regardless of the size of pack, may 
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be nominated by the Code Authority. Members of the present Code Au- 
thority shall be renominated if they are willing to serve, and they shall be 
identified as such on the ballot. Available information concerning all candi- 
dates will be furnished when the election ballots are circulated. 


Three members of the Code Authority shall be separately elected by 
districts, one from each district, by canners packing less than 100,000 cases. 
Only such canners can vote in each district for these three Code Authority 
members. Twelve other Code Authority members shall be elected, four 
from each district, and all canners who have paid their Code assessments 
may vote for these 12, Votes shall be counted by giving each canner at 
least one vote and an additional vote for each 1,000 cases packed above the 
first 1,000 cases. 


Any man nominated shall immediately select an alternate, and the 
name of the alternate shall be placed with the name of the nominee on the 
ballot. By voting for the nominee a member of the industry also votes for 
the alternate. 


The suggestions for nomination are to be returned to the 
Code Authority by December 2 and early in December ballots 
will be sent to all members of the industry eligible to vote. 


BULLETINS ISSUED BY CODE AUTHORITY 


Two bulletins have been issued by the Code Authority for 
the Canning Industry furnishing information as to its activities 
and rulings by the National Recovery Administration. 

The Compliance Division of the NRA, it is stated, reports 
that Compliance Officers in Arkansas and Tennessee, under 
instructions from Washington, are developing cases against 
leading canners in the Ozarks who are not complying with the 
Code, and the NRA Compliance Director at Little Rock ‘an- 
nounces that he has docketed cases against nine firms in Arkan- 
sas. These cases have grown out of investigations conducted 
by the NRA Director in cooperation with a field investigator 
of the Canning Code Authority. 

Announcement is made of the following decisions by the 
NRA on petitions: 

In Order No, 446-19, the application of Saline Valley Farms, 


> Saline, Mich., for exemption from the wages provisions is 
nied. 


_ In Order No. 446-20 (a), the application of the Idaho Can- 
hing Company, Fayette, Idaho, for an exemption from the labor 
provisions of the Code is denied. 

In Order No. 446-22, the application of certain counties in 
southern New Jersey to be transferred from the Northern to 
the Intermediate District is denied. 


In Order No, 446-23, the application of canners on the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland for an exemption from their terri- 
torial classification in Article V, Section 4, is denied. 
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In Order No. 446-24, the petition of the Southern Indiana 
Canners Association that certain counties in southern Indiana 
be transferred from the Northern to the Intermediate District 
is denied. 


In Order No. 446-27, the petition of the Mount Pleasant 
Food Products Company, Inc., Mount Pleasant, Iowa, for exemp- 
tion from the labor provisions of the Canning Code is denied. 


The petition of Harold H. Clapp, Inc., of Rochester, N. Y., 
to be allowed to conduct its non-seasonal operations on the basis 
of 36 hours in four days instead of five days has been granted 
by NRA. The petition was based upon the greater efficiency in 
this particular plant of operating four full days of nine hours 
each instead of four days of eight hours and one day of four 
hours, owing to the considerable period required at the end of 
each day for completely renovating the plant after the day’s 
operations. 


In granting the application Division Administrator Armin 
W. Riley stated that the exemption was in no way to be con- 
sidered a precedent and that similar cases arising in the future 
will be considered on the merits of each individual case. 


Attention is called to the fact that as the operations on 
perishable products are completed for the season, many canners 
will be transferring to non-seasonal work many of the employes 
who have been engaged on perishables. It will be worth while, 
the bulletin states, to make a special point of seeing that the 
hours and wages of such transferred employes conform exactly 
to the non-seasonal provisions in the Code. In addition to fol- 
lowing closely the letter and spirit of the Code in such transfers, 
it is obvious that it may save difficulty later if the record in each 
case is so clearly set forth that it will be obvious to any auditor 
or field adjuster that no injustice has been done the employe. 

The Code Authority’s bulletin of November 15 furnishes 
information as to procedure in making trade practice complaints, 
and gives the following list of chairmen of local trade practice 
complaint committees : 


List oF COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 


California Fish Canners Trade Practice Complaints Committee, J. R. Bevin, 
Coast Fishing Co., Wilmington, Calif. 


California Trade Practice Complaints Committee, J. C. Warmington, Asso- 
ciated Canners, Inc., San Francisco, Calif. 

Florida (Grapefruit) Trade Practice Complaints Committee, H. W. Nelson, 
Dixie Packing Corporation, Tampa, Fla. 

Kraut Packers Trade Practice Complaints Committee, Lon P. Flanigan, 

Seneca Kraut & Pickling Co., Geneva, N. Y. 
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Minnesota Trade Practice Complaints Committee, W. F. Dietrich, Minne- 
sota Valley Canning Co., Le Sueur, Minn. 


New York Trade Practice Complaints Committee, F. J. Tormey, Snider 
Packing Corporation, Rochester, N. Y. 

Northwest Trade Practice Complaints Committee (Oregon and Washing- 
ton), J. O. Holt, Eugene Fruit Growers Association, Eugene, Oreg. 


Texas Trade Practice Complaints Committee, W. F. Gohlke, Walkers-Austex 
Chili Co., Austin, Tex. 


Wisconsin Trade Fractice Complaints Committee, A. F. Schroder, Winne- 
conne, Wis. (acting chairman). 


COMMITTEES AT PRESENT WITHOUT CHAIRMEN 
(Address Trade Association Executive listed for each Committee) 


Maine Trade Practice Complaints Committee, F. Webster Brown, secretary, 
Maine Canners Association, Brunswick, Me. 


Ohio Trade Practice Complaints Committee, Roy Irons, secretary, Ohio 
Canners Association, Clyde, Ohio. 

Pennsylvania Trade Practice Complaints Committee, Chas. G. Summers, Jr., 
president, Pennsylvania Canners Association, New Freedom, Pa. 


Shrimp and Oyster Trade Practice Complaints Committee (Ala., La., and 
Miss.), C. A. Delacruz, president, Biloxi Oyster Exchange, P. O. Box 
112, Biloxi, Miss. 


Tri-State Packers Trade Practice Complaints Committee (N. J., Del., and 
Md.), Frank M. Shook, field secretary, Tri-State Packers Association, 
Easton, Md, 


Utah Trade Practice Complaints Committee, Frank A. Jugler, secretary, 
Utah Canners Association, Ogden, Utah. 


SALMON CODE AUTHORITY GIVEN ADDITIONAL TIME TO 

SUBMIT MINIMUM WAGE RATES 
The National Industrial Recovery Board, on the recommen- 
dation of Division Administrator Armin W. Riley, has extended 
until January 15, 1935, the time in which the Code Authority 
for the canned salmon industry must submit recommendations 
for minimum compensation for employe fishermen. The report 
was required originally within six weeks after the effective date 
of the code. This was found to be insufficient time and tentative 
rates were approved for the 1934 season, with the extension 
granted for further study. 


LABELING SHRIMP FOR SIZE 


The following announcement was sent by the Food and 
Drug Administration, under date of November 6, 1934, to 
packers of canned shrimp: 

“The Food and Drug Administration has completed an in- 
vestigation of grade size designations commonly employed in the 
labeling of canned shrimp. The information acquired justifies 
the conclusion that canned shrimp labeled ‘Extra Large’ should 
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run 4 or less shrimp to the ounce, while ‘Large’ should run 4 to 
5, ‘Medium’ 5 to 8, and ‘Small’ 8 or more shrimp per ounce. 

“These weights are applicable to the blanched shrimp as 
they come from the grading machine. Such size designations 
are, of course, not applicable to shrimp ungraded for size. 

“While the Food and Drugs Act does not require canned 
shrimp to be labeled with grade sizes, the above definitions 
should be observed in all cases where grade sizes are shown on 
the label. 

“A few instances have been noted of the use of the term 
‘Salad Shrimp’ for broken shrimp. The term ‘Salad Shrimp’ is 
improper for such products; they should be labeled ‘Broken 
Shrimp’ or ‘Pieces of Shrimp.’ 

“These provisions are applicable to all canned shrimp, 
whether they are packed under inspection as provided by the sea 
food amendment to the act or not.” 


FROZEN AND PRESERVED FRUITS IN COLD STORAGE 


The following table shows the holdings of fruit in cold stor- 
age reported by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics as of 
November 1, also a comparison with last year and with a five- 
year average: 

Nov. 1, Nov. 1, Five-year 
1934 1933 average 
Apples: 
Barrels 855,000 140,000 1,647,000 
Boxes . 17,364,000 11,067,000 13,225,000 
Baskets 10,528,000 8,082,000 8,285,000 
Pears: 
Boxes 1,441,000 =—-11,707,000 2,007,000 


Baskets . 130,000 224,000 221,000 
Frozen and preserved fruits (pounds) 67,532,000 65,088,000 77,040,000 


PROGRESS OF SHRIMP PACK 
-1084—— 
Novy, 1- Aug. 2- 
Nov. 7 Nov. 7 
Cases 
East Coast 3,150 62,7638 
Alabama and Louisiana 17,705 435,300 
Mississippi 8,500 86,451 
Texas 2,500 46,055 
Total 26,915 630,578 12,462 
COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS OF FISHERY PRODUCTS 


Cold storage holdings of fishery products in the United 
States on October 15 were 38 per cent in advance of a year ago 
and 8 per cent more than the five-year average, according to the 
Commerce Department’s Bureau of Fisheries. Holdings of 
fishery products on October 15 amounted to 77,104,000 pounds 
compared with 55,928,000 pounds on October 15, 1933, and the 
five-year average of 71,326,000 pounds, statistics show. 


Aug. 3- 
Nov. 8 
Cases 
88,607 
$40,251 
38,000 
553,320 
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RATE DECISION ON COLD PACK FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 


The proposed addition of the words “other than cold pack” 
to the railroad tariff provision for alternation of class rates on 
fresh fruits and vegetables in Official Territory was found justi- 
fied by the Interstate Commerce Commission in a decision under 
date of November 8, and the Commission’s order suspending the 
change until February 1, 1935, has been vacated. 


As a result of its finding in the Eastern Class Rate investi- 
gation the carriers in Official Territory maintained in force the 
old class rates applicable on fresh fruits and vegetables subject 
to alternative tariff provisions to the effect that the new class 
rates which became effective December 31, 1931, would apply on 
shipments of fresh domestic fruits and vegetables when the 
application of such rates resulted in lower freight charges. 
When the carriers later proposed to qualify and limit the appli- 
cation of the alternative rule to fresh fruits and vegetables other 
than cold pack, various shippers protested. Pending hearing 
the proposed limitation was suspended, but the Commission’s 
decision now finds the carriers’ proposal justified. 


FRUIT AND VEGETABLE MARKET COMPETITION 


Carlot shipments as reported by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
Department of Agriculture 


Ww v ending Week ending Total for season 
3 10 through Noy, 10 
Commodity 1984 1933 1934 19338 
Beans, snap and lima , 164 131 ASG 
Tomatoes 2409 358 
Green peas 5S 
All other vegetables : 
Domestic— 
Competing directly 3,750 3,055 
Competing indirectly 57 51 
Imports— 
Competing directly 0 2 
Competing indirectly 32 $1 
ruits: 
Citrus, domestic 2,038 2,075 
Others, domestic 1,693 1,442 
Index of fresh vegetable prices 7 70 
Index of canned vegetable prices 92.5 92.5 


LARGER VOLUME OF WINTER VEGETABLES TO COME FROM CUBA 


The Cuban winter vegetable crop this year is expected to 
be substantially larger than in 1933, according to a report from 
the American consul at Habana. This crop is grown primarily 
for the American market. In anticipation of a greater demand 
as the result of the lower rates of duty provided in the recent 
trade agreement between the United States and Cuba, many 
Cuban farmers appreciably increased their acreage in vegetables 
this winter. 
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The early winter tomato crop for export is estimated at 
37,500,000 pounds compared with exports of 31,524,000 pounds 
in 1988. The crop of lima beans is estimated to be 25 per cent 
larger than last year, the prospective yield for export being from 
8,840,000 to 4,160,000 pounds. Peppers, cucumbers, and egg- 
plant will also be exported in larger volume this winter than 
last, the report shows. 


Some years ago the United States offered a luxury market 
for substantial quantities of Cuban winter potatoes, but with 
the general decline in consumer purchasing power the demand 
recently has fallen off. This crop matures in January, and 
exports to American markets in 1934 amounted to only 102,360 
pounds, compared with 1,468,114 pounds in 1933. As a result of 
the small export demand, the Cuban winter potato crop this year 
has been produced primarily for the domestic market. 


CLAM CANNERS PLACED ON THE CANNING CODE 


The National Industrial Recovery Board, on recommenda- 
tion of Division Administrator Armin W. Riley, has exempted 
the clam canning industry from one basic and one supplementary 
code, each of which has heretofore claimed jurisdiction, and 
placing the industry under the canning code. By the orders, 
the industry is exempted from the approved basic code for the 
fishery industry in the states of Maine, New Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisi- 
ana, and Texas; and from the supplementary code for the New 
England fish and shellfish preparing and wholesaling industry 
in the states of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut. 
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